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NSA Maine Area of 
Responsibility 

• 6 States
• 4 Navy Installations
• 1 MWR Recreation Site 
• 11 Naval Support 

Centers
• USS Constitution Dry 

Dock 
• 4 INRMPS 
• 1 NR Billet  
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Overview of 
Significant Natural 
Resources 
• Wetlands and Waterbodies  

• Over 5,000 acres  of wetlands, 200 miles  of 
freshwater streams, 3 miles  of freshwater 
shoreline, and 23 miles  of coastline.

• Protected Species
• 9 Federal, 17 State, and 77 Species  of Special 

Concern. 

• Critical Habitat 
• Atlantic salmon and Atlantic Sturgeon



Significant Natural 
Resources Continued

• Migratory Birds 
• Navy’s First Ecological Reserve Area 

• NSA Cutler - Sprague Neck 
• Conservation Lands 

• Approximately 40,000 acres 



Special Area Cutler 
• Commission June 23, 1961

• Mis s ion is  to provide navigational s ignals  and 
maintain communications with ships, planes, 
and submarines in the North Atlantic Ocean, 
Arctic Ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea.

• 2,860 Acres
• 1,800 acres is  maintained grassland 



• Designated a national and global Important Bird Area 
• Extensive Grasslands (grassland dependent birds)
• Extensive coastal habitats   (shorebird/seabird staging and resting)
• Sprague Neck Bar and mudflat 

• Federally Listed Species:
• Piping plover, roseate tern, red knot, Canada lynx, Atlantic salmon (& 

CH), northern long-eared bat, {tri-colored bat, monarch butterfly}. 

• 1975 –2009: 285 avian species documented at NSA Cutler (USFWS, ME 
Audubon)

• First INRMP signed in 2012 (development started in 2009) 
• USFWS wanted INRMP projects focus on collecting avian data. 

NSA Cutler Significant Natural 
Resources



“The Service has significant concerns that the INRMP does not address the 
cumulative effect of collision mortality by birds and bats at the Cutler facility. 
A recent review of bird mortality at towers3 cited multiple studies that 
document 260 to 1998 birds are killed annually at single, 800-1000 foot guyed 
towers. Given that there at 26 guyed towers 800-1000 feet tall at the Cutler 
VLF facility, as much as 62 miles of overhead wires, and the facility is located 
in a major bird flyway, take of migratory birds and bats could be thousands or 
even tens of thousands of birds annually.” - USFWS Maine Field Office 2012 
INRMP Review

USFWS 
Concern 



27 Avian Focused Projects  12-year Period 

2014 Avian Radar and Acoustic Monitoring Surveys 
2015 Avian Fatality Monitoring 
2015 MAPS Year 1
2015 Shorebird Surveys Year 1 (ISS)
2016 Avian Fatality Monitoring Year 2
2016 MAPS Year 2
2017 Avian Fatality Monitoring Year 3
2017 MAPS Year 3
2017 Shorebird Survey Year 2 (ISS)
2017 Grassland Bird Survey 
2017 Raptor Migration Survey 
2018 MAPS Year 4
2018 Eagle Protection Plan – Bald Eagle Movement 
Study 
2018 Avian Radar and Acoustic Monitoring Surveys Year 
2
2018 Pilot Raptor Banding Station 
2019 MAPS Year 5

2020 Shorebird Survey Year 3
2020 Migratory Raptor Research Project (Peregrin 
falcon)
2021 Shorebird Survey Year 4
2022 Shorebird Survey Year 5
2022 Grassland Bird Survey Year 2
2023 Shorebird Survey Year 6
2024 Shorebird Survey Year 7
2024 Grassland Bird Survey Year 3
2025 Avian Fatality Monitoring 
2025 Shorebird Survey Year 8
2026 Shorebird Survey Year 9



• 234 of the reported 285 avian 
species  have been re-confirmed at 
NSA Cutler 

• Tremendous amount of baseline 
data across  all habitats.  Now 
what?

• We still do not have a good handle 
on fatality estimates  

• 2025 ran 2-week pilot 
efficiency trial = K9 vs Human 
(K9’s won by large margin)

• 2026 funded to conduct full 
season of K9 fatality 
Monitoring.  Field work to be 
conducted in 2027.  

Res ults



Avian Hazards



Illustrations of 
Avian Hazards 



2015 Avian Fata lity Monitoring 





Avian Radar 



Spring201
3

Fall 2016



2013 Spring Night vs  Day Pas sage  Rates  



2013 Fall Night vs  Day Pas sage  Rates  



Eagle 
Use 
Surveys 

Human Observations  2017



Eagle  Us e  Surveys

Satellite Tag Observations 2017 



Ques tions?



Quiz
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